Discovery Circuit

OF THE COATICOOK REGION

LAKES AND STEEPLES

Have fun answering our quiz questions as you go!
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The municipality of Saint-Herménégilde covers a land area
of 169.9 square kilometres and is home to a population of
714 inhabitants, locally called Mégiliennes and Mégiliens.

The municipality of Saint Herménégilde is located at the
source of the Moe River and at the foot of Mount Hereford.
The Saint Herménégilde de Barford parish was canonically
established as early as January 27, 1890. The village council
first convened on June 29, 1902, and the village municipa-
lity was founded on April 30, 1918 with the creation of a
municipal council. At that time there were two municipali-
ties: the Village of Saint Herménégilde and the Township of
Saint Herménégilde. The two entities later merged in 1983.

To reach Saint Herménégilde from Coaticook, follow Route
147 South and then turn left onto Route 141 South. Keep
going until you come to the junction of Route 251, onto
which you will turn and which will take you right into the
centre of the village. At this intersection, you will see a
road stop with a map of the Coaticook Valley [1], as well as
a wayside cross [2]. Keep going on Route 251 towards the
village of Saint Herménégilde.

The village centre is home to a Catholic church [3] built
from 1897 to 1899 and designated a historical monument
in 2005. The stone used in the construction of this church
came from Mount Hereford. While you're there, be sure to
visit the graveyard beside the church.

Quiz #1. What is the name of the priest whose
epitaph can be seen at the foot of the
cross in the cemetery?
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Near the church, the Saint Herménégilde community
invites you to meet its historical figure [4], Mrs. Marie-
Marthe Paquin Créte (1923-2006). Take the time to listen
to her carefully.

Quiz # 2. In which year did Mrs. Paquin marry
Mr. Créte?

Quiz # 3. How many children did this pioneer take
into foster care for social services?

Mrs. Créte is part of The Pioneer Trail, a circuit of 15 cha-
racters who will delight you with their stories over the
course of a historical tour unique to Quebec (www.voie-
despionniers.com).

Some of the foundations and houses from the early years
of the village have been preserved and are still standing.
The first post office was located at 764 Rue Principale [5],
next to the former presbytery. Around 1945, the post office
was moved to the house of Mrs. Gaétane Lebel Raymond
at 785 Rue Principale. She had taken it over from her mo-
ther and her grandmother before that. Today, Gaétane’s
daughter runs the office in the house next door, at 777 Rue
Principale. The post office has become this family’s second
home in the truest sense of the word!

The former presbytery [6] is one of the centennial houses
still in existence in the village and has become a private
residence. If you're hungry or thirsty, you can cross the in-
tersection and drop by the corner store that was built on
the old foundations of the old village creamery. Many buil-
dings that housed various services, such as the blacksmith
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shop, general store, restaurant and tavern, burned down
and have not been rebuilt.

Did you know that Saint Herménégilde has four lakes wi-
thin its territory? Would you like to visit them? From the
village centre, take Route 251 in the direction of Rang 9
and keep going straight to reach our first lake. It is known
as Lac Duquette or Duquette Bog and can be seen to your
right [7]. It’s been developed as a bird sanctuary with a
trail and an observation tower. This allows you to walk
along the lake while observing many different bird species,
including the bittern that blends in so well with the tree
stumps in the bog. You can make a stop at the roadside rest
area. When you come back from Lake Duquette, turn left
onto Rang 9. After passing Chemin Huot to your left, you
will notice a small orphaned cemetery [8], the Perryboro
Cemetery, which now has only one remaining stele. These
are the last vestiges of a 19th century village that also had
an Anglican church, a school, residences and businesses.
Drive right up to the summit of the big hill at the corner of
Chemin Bissonnette and Rang 9. A road stop will soon be
developed here. If the day is clear enough, you will be im-
pressed by the magnificent view [9] of the village and the
surrounding area. Mounts Jay Peak, Owl’s Head and Orford
in the west provide a striking backdrop. In fact, Richard
Séguin chose this picturesque view for the illustration on
the cover of his album Aux portes du matin.

Do you find heights exciting? Great! Continue on Chemin
Bissonnette, which will become Chemin St-Jacques.
Make a right onto Chemin Centennial to make your way
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to the top of Mount Hereford and enjoy the full panora-
mic view [10]. If it’s a clear day, you'll be able to see as
far as Mount Mégantic, St-Malo, East Hereford, Lake
Francis in New Hampshire, the Appalachians (including
Mount Washington), and, of course, the village of Saint
Herménégilde, as well as part of the town of Coaticook.

Quiz #4. What altitude are you at now?

Since 2005, Saint Herménégilde’s attractions have included
an event called La téte dans les étoiles. This wonderful eve-
ning of astronomy and star gazing under the Perseids at
the top of Mount Hereford takes place in July or August
and is hosted by astronomy enthusiasts who are happy to
share their knowledge and their telescopes. A shuttle is
available to take visitors to the mountain top. To find out
when the event is being held, visit the municipality website
at www.st-hermenegilde.qc.ca/fr/activites/etoiles.shtml.

Follow Chemin Bissonnette back again and turn left onto
Chemin St-Jacques, then left again onto Chemin St-Denis.
Our second lake, Lac Lippé [11], is now on your right. It
was named after the land surveyor A.W. Lippé. At the
end of Chemin St-Denis, if you make a left, you will reach
Chemin Caron. When you make a right, you will be on
Chemin Clowery and will head towards the opening to the
Neil-Tillotson hiking trail [12], a 7 km path that will take
you to the mountain summit and that connects with the
5 km trail leading to East Hereford. We recommend that
you come back another time to do the full hike. Now turn
around and head back until you reach the Chemin St-Denis
intersection; the road will become Chemin Lebel. Please
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note that this road is closed to automobiles during winter.
On your right will be our third lake, Lac des Francais [13],
named after a Frenchman who settled there. This lake is
also an excellent place for bird watching [14]. A few kilo-
metres later on this road you’ll arrive at Route 141, where
you will be making a left. You’ll see another wayside cross
at the intersection of Rang 4 [15], on your right.

At the next intersection, at Chemin Mailloux, you will find
still another wayside cross [16]. Keep going south on Route
141to reach our fourth lake, Lake Wallace [17], a third of
which is in the U.S. The ecological rest area [18] on your
left is a good place to stop and stretch your legs.

Quiz #5. Name the four organizations that finan-
cially contributed to developing this ecological rest
area.

Continue along Route 141. In front of number 1665 on
Route 141, you will find a fourth wayside cross [19], a bit
farther back, on a pile of stones. This cross, with its concen-
tric circles and beveled angles, can be reached using a
wooden footbridge. Now continue on your journey on
Route 141, which runs through Hereford Village and leads
to Vermont. The small Anglican Church [20] on your left,
built in 1868, is still being used.

Quiz #6. How many steps do you have to walk up
to reach the church?

Next door you will see All Saints Anglican Cemetery [21],
which surrounds a church by the same name and is the
Coaticook region’s only integrated cemetery.
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On your left, after you pass the church and before you
get to the Canada/U.S. Border crossing, you’ll see Chemin
Cotes, which goes to East Hereford. Taking this road, after
the bridge, to your right, you will see an entrance that used
to be Chemin Owen. On this road you will see a cemetery,
as well an old building that was once a schoolhouse [22].
However, as Dixville is the next stop on our circuit, you will
now be turning back and driving past Lake Wallace once
again.

Turn left onto Rang 2, which is the first road after the lake.
A little farther after the Chemin Pins intersection, a fifth
wayside cross [23] is believed to be the only remaining
marker of the former schoolhouse. What a wonderful
view!
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The modern-day municipality of Dixville is the result of a
grouping of two municipalities: the Village of Dixville and
Saint-Mathieu- de-Dixville. Its land area extends over 76.17
square kilometres and its total population counts 697 inha-
bitants, locally known as Dixvilloises and Dixvillois.

After your visit to Saint Herménégilde, keep going on Rang
2, which will take you to Dixville. At the stop sign you will
see a radio tower (FM 96.7 CIGN, the Coaticook region’s
coop radio) [24] on your right. Turn left onto Rang 3. Stop
for a moment to enjoy the scenery in front of you, with
Mount Orford on the right and Mount Owl’s Head on the
left. After your stop, turn left onto Rang 3. When you reach
Chemin Laliberté, make a right and continue on to Chemin
Parker, then turn left. This country road has many twists
and turns, so drive carefully. At the top of Parker Hill, we
suggest that you stop to admire the countryside and the
village of Dixville. Continuing on, drive down into the vil-
lage. On the way, if you look carefully through the trees,
you will see a cross [25] that is lit up at night.
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You are now in the centre of the municipality of Dixville.
Park your car and take a little walk to become acquainted
with the municipality’s rich heritage. The village of Dixville
has four steeples [26], [27], [28], [29].

Quiz #7. What are the names of the four churches?

Quiz # 8. What species of bird can be seen at the
top of one of the church facades?

Those of you who are interested in the preservation of
heritage sites will be happy to know that the St. Cuthbert
Anglican church is being renovated. On this same street,
Dixville families and children can relax and play in their mu-
nicipal park [30].

Quiz #9. Take a little stroll in the park and find out
what its name is.

This is also the park where the municipality has decided to
install pioneer Bruce Baldwin [31], a historical figure who
will introduce you to the beginnings of Dixville and the im-
portant contributions he and his family made to the village.
Take a break and allow Mr. Baldwin to tell you all about the
village’s early days. He is part of The Pioneer Trail, a circuit
of 15 characters who will delight you with their stories over
the course of a historical tour unique to Quebec. (www.
voiedespionniers.com).

Quiz # 10. Mr. Baldwin mentions his two brothers.
Can you name them?

[ | LA

Quiz # 11. Aside from managing a general store,
what was Mr. Baldwin’s other
occupation?

Now go back to Chemin Parker. The area facing the town
hall used to be the location of Mr. Baldwin’s general store.
A little farther on, to your left, at the corner of Chemin
Parker and Rue Eglise, you will see the former Baldwin
house at number 315. Up until 2009, this house was always
inhabited by members of the Baldwin family. Next, take a
look at several buildings that used to house the Centre
d’accueil de Dixville [Dixville Home] [32]. In March 2012,
this establishment joined forces with the Centre Notre-
Dame-de-I"Enfant de Sherbrooke to become the Centre de
réadaptation en déficience intellectuelle et troubles enva-
hissants du développement (CRDITED) de I’Estrie [Estrie
rehabilitation centre for intellectual disability and perva-
sive developmental disorders]. As you walk along the site,
you will see a commemorative plaque that describes the
centre’s origins.

Quiz # 12. In which year was the centre
founded? Another sign located in the
park on Rue St-Alexandre honours one of
the centre’s founders.

Quiz # 13. What is his name and what year did he
pass away?

Some of the residents who came to the Centre when it was
founded are still living here. That means that the mission
of the Centre, which originally offered treatment for young
people with intellectual disabilities, has changed over the
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years. The residents of the Centre are a part of daily life
and are well accepted by the members of the community.

Back in your vehicle again, cross the bridge over the
Coaticook River. The dam [33] you see to the right is an
important historical site. The community is currently wor-
king towards restoring and showcasing this dam. Now turn
left onto Chemin Major, which follows the river. When you
reach Route 147 South, turn left and drive 4 km to Chemin
Dupont, where you will make a left. Go up the hill about 5
km. Don’t forget your camera! You'll be rewarded for your
efforts when you see a most unforgettable panorama ope-
ning up before you.

Come back to Route 147 South and turn left towards
Vermont. At the fraisiére Bégin [strawberry farm], turn
right in the direction of Stanhope. Keep going on this road
until you reach an intersection, where you will turn left
onto Chemin Stanhope. You are now on the village’s main
street. While you are on this road, you are driving through
two municipalities: Dixville on the left slope and Coaticook
on the right. Soon on your left you will see the former Ste-
Suzanne de Stanhope church, now a private residence
[34]. At the end of this road is another curiosity. Do you
see the white house with the green shutters [35]? Believe
it or not, one half of this house is in Quebec and the other
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is in Vermont! Until relatively recently, this house was the
municipal office of a small Vermont municipality.

Quiz # 14. What is the name of this municipality?

When the road changes its name, you are at the American
border. You are not allowed to cross it unless you want to
report to U.S. customs; if this is the case, you will need
your passport. Now turn around and head back in the op-
posite direction. Be sure to stop at the small cemetery [36]
on your right just before you reach Route 147. Enter the
cemetery and go to the left to find the answer to the last
guestion on the tour.

Quiz # 15. At what age did Mr. Robert Marsh’s wife,
Isabelle Campbell, pass away?

Don’t forget to close the cemetery gate at the end of your
visit. You have almost finished the second stage of the
Saint Herménégilde and Dixville tour. Now complete your
trip by taking Route 147 back to Coaticook.
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back again.
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SAINT-HERMENEGILDE

1. The priest L. Octave Leblanc

2. In 1945

3. 101 children

4. 886 metres

5. Projet SHELL, Coaticook Lions Club, Municipality of Saint Herménégilde,
Katimavik

6. 12 steps

DIXVILLE

7. St. Mathieu Catholic Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, the former Baptist church
(now the workshop of Thomas Markey), St. Cuthbert’s (Anglican church)
inaugurated in 1884

8. A Canada goose on the former Baptist church

9. The Lanouette Park

10. Ozro and John

11. He was a blacksmith

12. April 7, 1958

13. Mr. Jan (John) Visser, deceased in 2005

14. Norton in Vermont

15. At age 65
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