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Have fun answering our quiz questions as you go!
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The municipality of Martinville covers a land area of 48.64 
square kilometres and counts a total estimated population 
of 477 inhabitants, locally referred to as Martinvilloises 
and Martinvillois.

You are about to go on a tour whose main attraction is its 
pastoral scenes. Your first destination is Martinville. But 
first, why not take a little detour via Compton just to enjoy 
the beautiful sights it has to offer?  

Our point of departure is La Place Restaurant located at 
20 Rue St-Jacques Sud in Coaticook. At the last traffic light 
on Rue Main Sud, set your odometer to zero and follow 
Route 206 towards Ste-Edwidge. Just before a sharp curve, 
at about the 8 km mark, (4.9 miles), turn left onto Chemin 
Boudreau and keep going until you reach Chemin Cotnoir, 
which will become Chemin Cochrane. Make a right and 
head up the road to enjoy a scenic view and take in the 
countryside rising above the Coaticook River Valley. Shortly 
after the King’s Hall building on your right, turn right onto 
Chemin Moe’s River, in front of the Compton Cemetery. 
Soon after you cross the Moe’s River Bridge, you will catch 
sight of Le Bocage, a charming inn and restaurant. Shortly 
after that, a sign will indicate the turn off to Martinville. 
Turn left there onto Route 208.  

You will soon see a sign [1] welcoming you to Martinville. 
The sign also bears the municipality’s motto. 

Quiz # 1. What is that motto?

It can also be seen in three other places:  

 • The road leading to St-Isidore-de-Clifton  
  (Chemin St-Isidore)

 • The road coming in from Sherbrooke  
  (via Johnville), Route 251 Nord

 • The road going to Ste-Edwidge-de-Clifton,  
  Route 251 Sud

Martinville was named after its founder, Daniel Martin 
(English pronunciation), and was originally known as 
Martin’s Mills. Daniel Martin arrived in 1838 in the nor-
thwest of Clifton Township. He settled near the river 
and built a dam, a sawmill, a bridge, and the first house. 
Martin’s Mills became an independent municipality in 
1896. Not until 1946 was the village officially renamed 
Martinville. The first people to settle the village belonged 
to English-speaking families, including the Pierce, Hainse 
and Cass families. Only at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury did French-speaking families such as the St-Onge, 
Rancourt, Côté, Boivin, and Gendron families make their 
appearance.

The area to your right before crossing the bridge was the 
site of Martinville’s methodist church, sold to Oscar Lessard 
in 1932 and converted into a wood processing workshop. It 
has been privately owned since 1982.

Located in the heart of a valley, and with a river running 
through it, this municipality celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary in 1996. 

Immediately after the bridge, there used to be a sawmill 
powered by the dam [2] that still makes Martinville proud. 
The dam was used until the 1970s. Earlier, in the 1940s, the 
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river was used for log driving. Head over to the park near 
Mr. Oscar Lessard’s commemorative stele, inaugurated in 
2010 [3], to hear the local pioneer’s story. 

Quiz # 2. What is the name of the park where the  
 figure is installed? 

A key player in the village’s history, Mr. Lessard is part of 
The Pioneer Trail, a circuit of 15 historical figures who will 
delight you with their stories over the course of a historical 
tour unique to Quebec (www.voiedespionniers.com). 

Quiz # 3. What year did Mr. Lessard help found the  
 Martinville bank?

A bird watching site [4]. 

On the river near the falls, where the water is calm, thou-
sands of wild geese make a stop each year on their spring 
and fall migrations. Many people from the area and el-
sewhere come to watch them for hours, taking advantage 
of the peace and beauty of this natural site. You will also 
find this to be a good location for observing and photogra-
phing other bird species. 

Until 1973, Mr. Lessard operated a gristmill near the river, 
on the other side of the road.

Further on Rue Principale, at the intersection of Chemin 
Sables, is another historical site: the former location of the 
Lessard General Store. The store was located in a building 
constructed by John Duffy in the early 1900s, and was de-
molished a few years ago.

Now take Chemin Sables and stop at the park [5]. This is a 
great place for children to play. 

Quiz # 4. What is the name of the park? 

Later on this road you will come across the Catholic ceme-
tery [6] that has been in use since 1909.  

When you head back towards Rue Principale, make a left. 
You will find yourself in front of Martinville’s Town Hall [7], 
built in 1985. 

Quiz # 5. Among the services it offers to local  
 residents, name one that is related to  
 culture.

While you’re on Rue Principale, at the corner of Rue de 
l’Église, you will see on your right the former location of 
a creamery that was active until 1962. In front of you, you 
will see a cemetery [8], the final resting place of many 
members of pioneering Protestant and English-speaking 
families including the Martin, Bean, Cass, Haseltine, and 
many other families. 

Quiz # 6. What is the cemetery’s name?

Over the years, many local businesses set up shop in 
Martinville including general stores, a butcher’s shop, a 
creamery, gristmills, a sawmill, a blacksmith shop, garages 
and banks. Most families made their living from farming or 
the lumber trade.  Since then, as in many other municipa-
lities, these businesses have closed down. What we find 
here today are a garage, a post office and a bank. There 
are electricians and workmen living in Martinville, but 
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they travel across the Eastern Townships to practice their 
trades.

To get a nice view of the village, keep going straight on 
Chemin St-Isidore. At the top of the big hill, turn around 
and enjoy the wonderful vista of the village and river.  

When you come back to the corner of Rue de l’Église, turn 
left. The third residence you will see used to be the Notre-
Dame des Miracles Convent. The Les Filles de la Charité du 
Sacré-Cœur de Jésus taught there for many years. Since 
1966, it has become a private residence.

On Rue de l’Église, you will see to your right the Catholic 
Church [9] built in 1959 to replace the one built in 1906. 
After the church, at number 196, you will see the presby-
tery, which is now privately owned. 

Quiz # 7. Who is the patron saint of the Martinville  
 parish?

Across from the presbytery you will see an apartment 
complex (or «HLM» in French, for habitation à loyer mo-
dique) for senior citizens and younger tenants. It was built 
in 1981. 

Quiz # 8. What is the name of this HLM?

A bird watching site [10]. 

On the banks of the river, near the church, you have ano-
ther wonderful spot for observing and photographing wild 
geese and other bird species. Enjoy!

Martinville has a primary school, École Ligugé [11], for 
first, second and third grade students from Martinville and 
Sainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton. 

As you leave Martinville in the direction of Sainte-Edwidge-
de-Clifton on Route 251, be prepared for some more inte-
resting sights. You will soon be turning right onto Chemin 
Loignon. At the end of the road, at about 1.5 km (just un-
der a mile), you’ll see an old Neo-Gothic estate built at the 
end of the 19th century [12]. 

Quiz # 9. What is this estate’s name?

The tour isn’t over yet. To continue, return to Route 
251 Sud towards Sainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton, your next 
destination.

We hope you have enjoyed your visit to 
Martinville.Goodbye, and come again to 

visit our little corner of the world!

Visit to Martinville
River sounds and bird songs



2

 5

The municipality of Sainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton extends 
over 99.35 square kilometres and is home to some 497 in-
habitants, dubbed Edwidgiennes and Edwidgiens.

Ste-Edwidge, your second discovery, is approaching. Right 
now, you are on Route 251 Sud. As you approach the vil-
lage, notice the Ste-Edwidge welcome sign [13]. 

Quiz # 10. What is the village motto? 

A number of local symbols display the community’s va-
lues and serve as a reminder that the lives of the sett-
lers were organized around the Church. Although English 
speakers cleared the land in the township, it was the 
French-Canadian families who, in 1895, approved the es-
tablishment of the parish and municipality of the Township 
of Sainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton. They did so under the pro-
tection of Saint Hedwidg, Duchess of Silesia, who lived 
from 1174 to 1243. As you will see along your journey, the 
countryside is punctuated by numerous crosses.

A little further on, you’ll see the Town Hall to the right and 
the municipal swimming pool to the left. Also to the right, 
you will see the primary school and, lastly, the magnificent 
Ste-Edwidge Church [14]. This is one of the township’s 
greatest treasures. Built in 1865 in the centre of the vil-
lage, it is surrounded by a cemetery, including a vault built 
in 1919. To the left of the church there used to be a large 
manse. There is a legend about this manse known as «the 
treasure of Ste-Edwidge.» A priest, Wilfrid Morache, is said 
to have stuck a glass jar containing various notes regarding 
the parish, as well as some coins and medals from that pe-
riod, into the building’s foundations. Who wants to do the 
digging?

Visit toSainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton
Where the walls have stories to tell

In 2010 the municipality decided to pay homage to this 
captivating individual, who in his firm voice will tell you 
all about the local life and customs of his day. Have a seat 
beneath the trees on the small path that once led to the 
presbytery and give the floor to Parish Priest Morache 
[15]. 

Quiz # 11. At what age did he arrive at the parish? 

Quiz # 12. In his speech, he talks about one of the  
 parishioners who studied the social  
 sciences. What was his name?

Parish Priest Morache is part of The Pioneer Trail, a circuit 
of 15 characters who will delight you with their stories over 
the course of a historical tour unique to Quebec (www.
voiedespionniers.com).

Ste-Edwidge also has a large municipal hall located to the 
left of the Church grounds. In addition to a school gymna-
sium, it offers comfortable space for holding parties, parish 
dinners, and other group activities. Soon after you leave 
the Church, you will pass by a bank and the general store. 
This building used to house the village creamery; today it 
offers various services to the community such as a conve-
nience store, a liquor store, a post office, and more. The 
municipality also has a daycare service associated with the 
local childcare network (CPE), as well as a summer camp 
organization (OTJ).

The municipality has several wayside crosses, each one 
different in material and style. They are generally deco-
rated with small tools or symbols from Christian history, 
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and made of wood or iron. As a matter of fact, you can 
see one of them if you turn left off Route 251 onto Chemin 
Tremblay and go to the junction of Chemin Rivière [16]. 
Once a year, citizens gather around this cross to celebrate 
the Eucharist. In the mood for a snack? You can head back 
on Chemin Tremblay and stop at Le.Vie.La.Joie Restaurant. 
When you leave the village, near the corner store, you’ll 
also find a cross [17] made of neither wood, nor iron. 

Quiz # 13. What material is it made of? 

Quiz # 14. What was the occasion for which the  
 cross was inaugurated? 

The blue house to your left used to be the site of Mr. 
Favreau’s General Store. It is in his honour that a section 
of Route 251 was renamed Chemin Favreau. Today, this 
house is the home of a healer. 

Ste-Edwidge also features the Pisciculture des Arpents 
verts (www.arpents-verts.com), an aquaculture business 
that has been active since 1995. The fish raised here in-
clude brook trout, rainbow trout, sea trout and «golden 
rainbow trout.» Although it is not open to the public, the 
Pisciculture is a source of pride for the municipality and is 
well known for its excellent stocking services.

Remaining on the same road, continue on Route 206 East 
towards Saint-Malo. At about 3.1 km (1.9 miles) you’ll 
reach Chemin Cordon, where you will turn right. Keep 
going all the way until the end of this road, then turn right 
onto Chemin Ste-Croix. Take a deep breath. You are out in 

the country in the midst of great fields of corn, barley, soya 
and oats (that is, if you happen to be visiting during the 
summer, of course). Doesn’t it feel good to be out in the 
open?

At the end of Chemin Ste-Croix you will see a big red and 
white farm on your right [18]. 

Quiz # 15. Who does this farm belong to? Judging  
 from its name, where do you think its  
 family came from?

Turn right onto Route 251, then turn left to get back onto 
Route 206. You will pass by Ste-Edwidge one last time as 
you follow the signs back to Coaticook. We’ve finished the 
tour!

New families and residents are very much welcome here. In 
2005, to promote population growth, the municipality ac-
quired land that you will see to your right shortly after you 
take Route 206 towards Coaticook. This is a new residential 
sector with expansive lands for sale and development. 

Quiz # 16. What is the name of this lot?

Goodbye, and come again!  
Happy trails back to Coaticook!

Visit toSainte-Edwidge-de-Clifton
Where the walls have stories to tell
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Matinville & Sainte-Edwidge
quiz Questions : Answers 

MARTINVILLE
 1. Martinville, j’ai choisi [Martinville, I’ve made my choice]

 2. Vieux-Moulin Park 

 3. In 1934

 4. The Parc des Sables  

 5. The municipal library

 6. Martinville Cemetery

 7. Saint-Martin

 8. Oasis des prairies

 9. Puyjalon Estate

SAINTE-EDWIDGE-DE-CLIFTON
 10. Milieu paisible, communauté vivante [a peaceful area, a lively community]

 11. 1886-1856 = 30 years old

 12. Léon Gérin, considered the father of Quebec sociology

 13. Concrete

 14. To mark the centenary of the new parish

 15. The Stirnimann family from Switzerland

 16. The Collines-Paisibles



Carte


