
Compton & Waterville 
Meandering through a fertile valley
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Have fun answering our quiz questions as you go!
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The municipality of Compton merged with the municipa-
lities of Compton Township in 1994 and Compton-Station 
on December 8, 1999. It encompasses a total land area of 
205.72 kilometres and counts 2,973 inhabitants, known in 
the area as Comptonoises and Comptonois.

The municipality of Compton is the result of the mer-
ger of former Compton Township, Compton Village and 
Compton Station. We invite you to visit Compton in two 
stages, with a short excursion to Waterville in between.  
Ready? Let’s go!

STAGE 1

Starting from Coaticook, take Route 147 towards Compton. 
Keep going until you reach Chemin Vaillancourt, and then 
turn left. Drive carefully, as traffic moves quickly here. This 
is the beginning of a 7 km gradual rise that will enthrall you 
with its beautiful countryside. 

When you get to Chemin Dion, just past the railway cros-
sing, turn right. Stop in front of the Doak Monument [1] 
on your right. The monument is all that remains of the 
Hillhurst neighbourhood, which was founded in the 19th 
century. The site owes its name to a former cattle bree-
der by the name of Matthew H. Cochrane, who owned 
vast properties here on each side of the valley. Livestock 
merchants came here from the United States and even 
England in search of famous breeds. In 1896, Hillhurst had 
a post office and a church that accommodated 200 people.

Continue along Chemin Dion until you reach Chemin 
Gilbert, then turn left. At the bridge, take a few moments 

to listen to the murmur of Hillhurst Brook. There is a 
story connected with this brook about a legendary figure 
and son of an Amerindian woman. His name was Ti-Kiss 
Desindes, and he lived in the wilds, weaving baskets from 
ash wood and selling them to the villagers and inhabitants 
of the surrounding country, walking or taking the train for 
longer distances.

Turn left onto Chemin Robert and then back onto Chemin 
Vaillancourt on the right. This will now lead you past ma-
gnificent farm land scenes, right up to the hills of Compton. 
Soon on your left you will come across the Blais Organic 
Beef Farm. At the junction of Chemin Vaillancourt and 
Chemin Pouliot you will catch a glimpse, on your right, of 
one of the oldest cemeteries [2] in Compton. It bears the 
name of a distinguished family who lived in the surroun-
ding area from the beginning of the 19th century. 

Quiz # 1.	 What is this family’s name? 

Further up Chemin Vaillancourt and facing La Vallonneuse 
Farm, on a clear day, in the distance, you can see Mount 
Megantic rising against the horizon (behind you on the 
right). Continuing along this same road, you might see 
some of the wild turkeys that regularly wander around 
here. You will come to Route 208 (Chemin Hatley) at the 
bottom of a long hill and then make a right. On your left, 
you’ll soon see an unusual yellow and wine-coloured 
house. This is a residence [3] built in 1801 and used as 
a coach stop in the 19th century. Depending on the sea-
son, a number of businesses on Chemin Hatley offer re-
gional products and guided tours: Au cœur des saisons, La 
Val’heureuse, Fromagerie La Station, and Renaud Bolduc 
Farm. Information on these businesses and their regional 
products and opening hours can be found at www.pro-
duitsdelaferme.com, or on placemats available for free in 
local agri-tourism businesses.

Continue on Chemin Hatley until Chemin Veilleux, then 
turn left. Do make a little detour at this point to admire 
the Auberge des Grands Jardins [4] (first house on the left 
after leaving Chemin Veilleux). This house was built in 1925 
and bought by Dr. Fabien Gagnon in 1945. Since 1998, it 
has become a renowned inn.

Visit to Compton
Through valleys soft and green
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Now we head for Waterville. When you’re at the top 
of Chemin Veilleux, look over at the village of Compton, 
nestled around the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. 
Further off on Chemin Drouin, to your right, you can ad-
mire the old covered bridge [5] that has survived the rigors 
of spring over and over again. The bridge was built in 1896 
and is now closed to traffic, but efforts have been made to 
rescue it from demolition. 

Quiz # 2.	 What is the name of this bridge? 

Continue along Chemin Veilleux towards Waterville for 
more discoveries. You will be leaving Compton, but you’ll 
be back soon after your brief excursion to Waterville. 
You still have about 75% of the way to go on the roads of 
Compton. 

See you soon!

With a total land area of 44.53 square kilometres, the town 
of Waterville is home to some 2,035 inhabitants, who are 
locally known as Watervilloises and Watervillois.

Waterville celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2001, the 
year it also joined the Coaticook MRC. Even so, it is the 
youngest of the MRC’s municipalities. Its territory ex-
tends to the area around Hatley Township, where a cove-
red bridge, called the Eustis Bridge, spans the Massawippi 
River [6]. Waterville boasts 53 businesses and 20 indus-
tries. The municipality’s name and industrial character 
came from its numerous mills, powered by the abundant 
flow of the Coaticook River.

In addition to La Passerelle Primary School, Waterville is 
home to several special vocational institutions including 
Les Enfants-de-la-Terre, a Waldorf school; Val-Estrie, a 
summer camp which, since 2011, has been introducing 
young people to medieval culture; and François Delaplace 
Secondary School, founded by the Sisters of the Servantes 
du Saint-Cœur-de-Marie and now run by a non-profit 
organization.

You will arrive in Waterville via Chemin Compton. On the 
left is the golf club [7], where residents can play the sport 
that has been dear to them for so long. In fact, Waterville 
used to have two golf clubs. The first was established in 
1903 under the name of the Bonnieview Golf Club. The se-
cond, Holmhurst Golf Club, was founded in 1905. The mu-
nicipality at that time had 576 inhabitants. It is said that the 
Liberals would play at one club and the Conservatives at 

the other. The golf course, the second oldest in the Eastern 
Townships, celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2003. 

Quiz # 3.	 Which of these two clubs has survived? 

Hungry? During the golf season, you can enjoy a snack 
or meal at the golf club. Just a little further, on your right 
at the end of Rue Dépôt, you will see the Waterville TG 
Factory.

After the stop sign, keep going on Chemin Compton. You 
will see the Maison des jeunes [youth community center] 
[8], the Roman Catholic Church [9], the François Delaplace 
Secondary School and the Résidence du Manoir Gale, a re-
tirement residence occupying the former Gale house [10], 
once the home of one of Waterville’ founding families. As 
you drive along towards Rue Principale, you will see the 

Visit to Waterville
From bridge to bridge
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library and an unusual apartment building [11]. This buil-
ding changed its vocation several times during the course 
of its history. Constructed in 1855, it housed the Waterville 
Academy, a Protestant school; following that, it was the lo-
cation for the Town Hall and the Model School (formerly 
the Academy), which closed in 1969. It has been renovated 
and today serves as an apartment complex.

Whatever your faith, one of the six churches in Waterville 
can welcome you to their services. Four of them are loca-
ted in the centre of town, while the two others are tucked 
away in Huntingville and Milby. The Catholic Church is lo-
cated on Chemin Compton and St. John’s Church [12], on 
Rue Compton, on the other side of Rue Principale. Behind 
the beautiful wooden Anglican Church you’ll find a ceme-
tery. If there is a mass going on, take the time to go inside 
the Catholic Church and admire the Calvary scene above 
the central altar. The United Church [13] is on Principale 
Sud, and the Seventh Day Adventist Church [14] on Rue 
Westmount. We also have six cemeteries here, two of 
which are on Principale Nord, where you will be heading 
soon. The one on the right is Catholic [15]; the one on the 
left is called Greenwood Cemetery [16].

Now take Rue Principale, heading north. You will pass 
by Town Hall. Right after the post office, turn left onto 
Gosselin, then right on Dominion. At the end of this cul-de-
sac street, get ready to meet Mr. George Gale [17], who 
will tell you all about Waterville’s industrial past. Take the 
time to relax and find out more about this important fi-
gure in Waterville’s development. Mr. Gale is part of The 
Pioneer Trail, a circuit of 15 characters who will delight 

you with their stories over the course of a historical tour 
unique to Quebec (www.voiedespionniers.com). 

Quiz # 4.	 How many children did Mr. Gale have,  
	 and what were their names?

You are now close to the Coaticook River, which runs 
through Waterville and joins the Massawippi River near 
the old Capelton mine, today a tourist attraction in a neigh-
boring community. From Place Gale and the bridge on 
Principale Nord (to your left), take a look at the industrial 
area, where several small- and medium-sized businesses 
and the municipal garage are located. You will see the wa-
ter tower [18] that was used by Dominion Snath, one of 
the oldest factories in Waterville. The dam you can see 
from here was reconfigured in 2010-2011.

Waterville is very proud of its industries. These include 
Waterville TG, which manufactures weather stripping 
for automobiles, as well as the PPD complex owned by 
Raymond Morissette, with its five different divisions (one 
of which is a subcontracting manufacturer of UHMV im-
plants for the human body). We mustn’t forget Les Bois 
Ouvrés, Pliages Apaulo and Séchoirs CPC Inc., a family en-
terprise founded by Mrs. Monique Compagna and her late 
husband, Paul Compagna.

Do you need a breath of fresh air? Let’s go for a ride in the 
country. At the first stop sign on Principale Nord, turn right 
onto Chemin Flanders, then left onto Chemin Nichol. Soon, 
on your left, you will see one of Waterville’s historic sites, 
McIntosh Cemetery [19]. It is recognized as a heritage 
site where American and English descendants are buried, 

Visit to Waterville
From bridge to bridge
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many of whom founded cities and towns in the Eastern 
Townships. 

Quiz # 5.	 Until which year was this cemetery used? 

If you continue along this road, you will see, among other 
things, the Montjoye (Mount Hatley) ski resort, which was 
active until recently. At the crossroads you will come to 
a farm that is undoubtedly the municipality’s agricultu-
ral pride. Recipient of the Order of Agricultural Merit of 
Québec in 1991, this farm specializes in raising purebred 
Holsteins under the name of PAVICO [20]. Five generations 
of the same family have managed the farm over the years. 
They have also been growing flax seed since 2001. 

Quiz # 6.	 Who is this family and what award did  
	 they win?  

Make a left back onto Rue Principale Nord, then turn right 
onto Chemin Courval, passing by Domaine de Courval, a 
well-known goat cheese producer. Keep going until you get 
to Route 143, then turn right. Continue for 4 km and turn 
right onto Route 147 in the direction of Coaticook. 

Quiz # 7.	 What is the name of the type of  
	 intersection between Routes 143 and 147? 

On either side of the road you will see the Wera [21] and 
Beaulieu [22] farms, known for the fruits and vegetables 
they sell during the summer season. Be ready to make 
a first stop in Huntingville to discover its cemetery and 
Universal Church [23]. Patterned after meeting halls in 
New England, this magnificent wood building was renova-
ted in 2000. If it’s open, take some time to view the inte-
rior of the church, where each pew has its own ornamental 
door, and which has an organ dating back to 1887 (made in 
Guelph, Ontario). 

Quiz # 8.	 In which year was this church built?   

Keep going on Route 147 towards Compton. Antiques fans 
will soon notice a specialty shop on their left. On the right 
is the Hunting Sawmill [24]. In Milby, two well-known bu-
sinesses are part of the landscape: the Camping du Pont 
couvert [Covered Bridge Camp Grounds] and the Tablée 

du Pont Couvert [Covered Bridge Table], which serves 
country-style meals. Stop at the covered bridge [25] strad-
dling the Moe River. 

Quiz # 9.	 In which year was this bridge built?

Continue on towards Compton. After 1/10 km, turn right 
onto Chemin McVety, where you will find two architectu-
ral gems from the old village of Milby. Built around 1822, 
the small Hyatt One Room Schoolhouse [26] was attended 
by the descendants of the founder of Sherbrooke, Gilbert 
Hyatt. If you visit the school, you will find out about the 
time when Americans came to settle the area, as well as 
see the impressive results of volunteers who have renova-
ted the building. 

Quiz # 10.	What is unusual about the teacher’s desk? 

Nearby you will find the St. Barnabas Anglican Church and 
its cemetery [27]. They, too, have a story to tell. 

Thank you for visiting us. Please come 
again!

STAGE 2: Back to Compton

From Chemin McVety, turn right to get back onto Route 
147. When you have driven 1.3 km, turn left onto Chemin 
Ives Hill. Just after the bridge, you can make a stop at 
Domaine Ives Hill [28], where, during opening hours, you 
can stop by to enjoy a glass of aperitif. 

Visit to Waterville
From bridge to bridge
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Quiz # 11.	What locally grown fruits are used to make  
	 the Domaine’s three featured drinks? 

After 2 km you will see a community centre with the sign 
«Ives Hill and Draper’s Corner Community Hall» [29], 
an ideal place for family celebrations with a great view. 
Nearby, on the other side of the road, you’ll also find Ives 
Hill cemetery [30]. At the end of the road, turn right onto 
Route 208 West and then turn right in the direction of 
Moe’s River.

On your left you will see Le Bocage Inn and Restaurant [31]. 
Built in 1825, this magnificent building is one of the oldest 
houses in the region. The owner will be happy to tell you 
all about it, unless he’s busy in the kitchen preparing one 
of the fabulous dishes from his regional gourmet cuisine.  

Quiz # 12.	 What phone number do you have to dial to  
	 come back for a gourmet meal at the Bocage?

Let’s keep going on Chemin Moe’s River. On the way, stop 
at the Moe’s River Cemetery [32] on your right, then near 
the bridge or in the churchyard of the Baptist Church [33] 
on Chemin Hyatt Mills. Signs near the church tell the story 
of this place, which was buzzing with activity around these 
falls in the 19th century thanks to a sawmill powered by 
a water wheel, general stores, a church, and more. The 
village of Moe’s River [34] used to be a thriving centre. 
Before you turn right onto Cochrane, have a look at the 
stained glass windows in St. James Church [35] and the 
old Compton Cemetery [36]. St. James is a precious heri-
tage site that historical enthusiasts are currently trying to 
preserve. 

Quiz # 13.	In which year was this church built?

Continue your tour along Chemin Cochrane until you 
reach the village centre. Turn right onto Route Louis S. St. 
Laurent, and stop at the Louis S. St. Laurent Historic Site of 
Canada [37]. It has been open to visitors since 1982 and 
commemorates the life and work of Louis S. St. Laurent 
(1882-1973). Did you know that this famous man, born 
and buried in Compton, was Canada’s Prime Minister from 
1948 to 1957? 

Quiz # 14.	What was the name of Louis S. St.  
	 Laurent’s mother? 

To answer this question, visit the garden at the Historic 
Site.

What could be more inviting than a promenade along the 
heritage circuit [38] to become acquainted with the history 
of Compton? Follow the signs—during the summer season 
only—on Chemin Hatley and Route Louis St. Laurent. 

Quiz # 15.	In which year did the Sisters of the  
	 Présentation de Marie leave the Compton  
	 convent? 

Keep going until the Catholic cemetery, where you will find 
a sign dedicated to Louis S. St. Laurent [39], just by the 
fence along the sidewalk.

While you’re on Chemin Hatley, make sure to visit the 
Lions Park. In this splendid wooded area, Marie-Ange 
Vaillancourt Genest and Estelle Bureau [40], two impor-
tant women in Compton history, offer another stop on the 
Pioneer Trail (www.voiedespionniers.com). 

Visit to Compton
Through valleys soft and green
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Quiz # 16.	Where did Mrs. Genest go to study music? 

Quiz # 17.	What was the name of Mrs. Bureau’s  
	 husband?  

During the tourist season, you can take a little detour 
to Chemin Station to discover the popular Compton 
Camping Grounds. Do you like apples? In autumn, come 
and visit the many orchards on Route Louis S. St. Laurent  
(Gros Pierre and La Pommalbonne) and on Chemin Station  
(Verger Ferland). 

Let’s get back onto Chemin Cochrane and continue on 
towards Coaticook. After Chemin Moe’s River, you will 
see a building that made the detour worthwhile: King’s 
Hall [41]. A sign here tells the King’s Hall story. In the 
19th century, the area around Chemin Cochrane was in-
habited by extremely wealthy farmers including Smith 
and Cochrane. Since 2010, a commemorative stele has 
been installed near the Beurrerie du Patrimoine in me-
mory of Matthew Henry Cochrane [42]. A parking lot has 
been added so that you can stop by and enjoy one of the 
most beautiful scenic views in the region and listen to Mr. 

Cochrane tell his story. He, too, is part of the Pioneer Trail  
(www.voiedespionniers.com). 

Quiz # 18.	From which country did Mr. Cochrane’s  
	 father leave to settle in Compton?

You can also see the popular Groleau Farm, with its Centre 
d’interprétation de la vache laitière [Information Centre 
for Dairy Cattle]. To complete the circuit, continue on 
Cochrane until you come to the small Cochrane Sleeper 
Cemetery [43] on your right. 

Quiz # 19.	True or false: Senator Cochrane is buried  
	 in this cemetery. 

Now drive on to Coaticook via Cochrane, Cotnoir and 
Lafond, then turn right onto St. Jacques. Let’s hope you ha-
ven’t used up all the film in your camera! 

Thank you for visiting Compton, and 
please come back again in any season.

Visit to Compton
Through valleys soft and green
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Compton& Waterville
quiz Questions : Answers 

Compton
	 1.	 The Bowen family

	 2.	 The Drouin Bridge

Waterville
	 3.	 The Bonnieview Club

	 4.	 Two sons: Aldebert and Francis

	 5.	 1905

	 6.	 The Bessette family 
		  The Gold Medal of the National Order of Agricultural Merit in 1991

	 7.	 A rotary intersection

	 8.	 The church was established in 1844 on land given by Seth Hunting

	 9.	 The bridge was built in 1873

	 10.	 Hyatt School: the teacher’s «desk» has no drawers; it’s actually a  
		  lectern. It would appear that the teacher remained standing during class.

Compton 
	 11.	 Black currant and blackberry

	 12.	 819-835-5653

	 13.	 In 1827

	 14.	 Mary Ann Broderick

	 15.	 In 1966

	 16.	 At the St. Marie de Beauce Convent

	 17.	 She never married. “Too much to do!”

	 18.	 From Ireland

	 19.	 False. As he says in his story, he was buried near the St. James Church.
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